b the Chinese press sss lized, Mixed mar-
riages wers lesys frowenaed upen and oo
Lewal Chinese weere scro el ino the guoe-
BrImeTe apparatus. The msuswasamuach
more Smd sty Certainly, Bricsk oo
wzichs wadespiraed 4 genzal ard very
sensidarable rise in prosperity. Yar by
the enod, the Howsh shernscehees hardlby
wmattered ar all,

Much of <he hraacer histary, suck as
the wavs i1 which Hoog $ong matiene:] w
Britain, Japan and, not ieast, those Egliing
for Chnas indrpercencz, has heen
recounted eleeahere, thooph sechaps nu
wrizh M1 Snowe's salent for the elling detzdl
ar anecdate, Whaere he cames i s awr,
ig i his 2e of Japanese and Cluncse as
wee,] ag British sourcas, which offer a muck
more ruaonced peiee than has appueares
Defars in Erglish of lilz among Hong
Kang's different communities before and
durenip thie [apamwesy tooupateen.

Reaction to the JTapanese was ambiva-
leqt; this was & place, after all, whase busi-
nuessnen bad petitwoed eadicr i che en-
fury far the adoption of the ven. Far same,
sich as triad eroups and oiher vigilantes,
the [aparese amina was a buwn, For the
colony's sooo-odd [ndians aiso. the
vasien meant an dhnipt elevation in
their social status, atleast atzhe beginaning.
Indiars helieved Japanese assurances of
support [ee ther awn csuse nf indepen-
dente, theush chat was not o last.

Fur the great mass of the Chinese nopu-
lation, the author makes clear, Ll dunng
the acrupation was far more brutal even
than fixr the wesiern mtemness in the 5tan
ley comceniration caenp. o the orgy tha
followed wictory, Japanese soldiets mus-
dered ard pillaged; an eytimated 10,000
wonien were raped. Very soon, and de-
spite bernic kindnessas of some individ-
ual Tapanese, Hong Kaog vame rm he e
garded simply as a depos for eefuelling an
impereal war mackine that was fast run
ning cut of stean. Many Hang Euong Che-
rese stagved, if they were not first bayo-
neted orbeaten o death,

After the war, mos evideace of te Jlap-
anusg Ofcupation was scrubbed ol
Those born 14 rape vichms (0 3eptemaer
and Dctober 1542 were cuietly absoebedl
wnta the laca: popolatioh, The chief re-
mitders tocay af the Japanass ate tha el
2antimprave tenats o Government Houss
andertaken by Governor Isogai, and he
vicipus dugs o Humg Kang's counmy
narks, descendants of 1he [aparcss army
masdfs let out as theiy masters fled,

Largaly forgotten, soa, is the collabora-
aunof thelecal. maindy Eurasiaz, business
elite with the irvading [apaness. Was hers
rauch to blarae them for® Some ol the Bre-
ish thought so, Yet what “the gentry”, as
tAr Snow calls them, wamed was o get
ki o minrine their businessez—and o
do thesr best to protect Horp ¥ong's incee
sty Dunng toe war, the genay dic muizh

The

Economist

10 help the carvine Chiness, focunding
Hong Komg's Srst central welfane apency,
tor instance, and getdnz Up a cormpany o
supply subsdised oce. Ornditary (o
caeld net have beer heiped withoul
rallaberstion wid: the [apanese, Britain's
raw anministzators ol Hony Xung swent
asude e charges of Teason that wese |ev-
pliet against the gentry. and cooped
them back i colimial sicuclares.
Erhaes of thar édecision could sdll he
lresrd nalf a cenoury laer. Chris Farten and
ks outgmng adminislmation used o oee
press eorlemps for those co-opted entry.
aften the children of the postwar elite.
regmet b e toadying oo zeadily w Beij-
ing. It 1his was no lenger treasom, the carp-
ers saic londly enouph o be beand by
thess: they weee eenicisiag, I was ot least
disloyalty, et one thing the colonial ad-
ministrazors those not alwavs o endere
staril wias 1N setirment, best simnened ap
by one senior Hlong Kong Chinese official.
wha tald The Erancemst at the hme: "Tef's
face o, aur hvally has never been s the
Cuesn, But it kas been to Flang Koneg,™ &

Fiano manufacturers

Making the sound
of music

4 tale of thoree piano makees

LAIC lovers in Berlin and Mew York
have a choice of recitals this merth
as Steinway, Alothner and Bechstein--
theee of the waoeld's five wp piano mak-
era—calebrate their 150th anniversaries,
Since 1d52, arhises kave praised thee -
sirurnens. Claude Debussy remarled chat
piane miasic should onky be woten for
Bochstens, For  Wilkiedm  Purbwiegler,
Blilher was best, "Bluthner pianos can
really sing, which is the most wonderful
thirg wou can say abour a piaca.” hastha
Argerich, an Argentinian-born artist, be-
lieves a Seimway sometimes playy hatter
1han the pruanist—"a matvellous surpesse”
In business terms, the thiea fared very
differendy. Rlithorers faclury near Leipag
wean dustcoyed during an air taid ino1g4a.
The Kussian occupyine forces allewed the
family ro rzouild ot afwr the second sornid
wir, gl the HlGMners rerained & guarter
of Lae cornpany until 1972 whed itwas pus
urder state contan] weth [ngbernt Blithner
Hasssler staving or as the factary man-
Ager. Alter 1989, the family boogh) back
e eokr panty, which is cow managed by
M- Blithner-Heesslar and his two sons,
Heizne Bachystew, une of ths: manufac-
CAPET'S £7 OWTCLE, Wis @ gTetst supporter of
me Maziy, wheh :& why part af the Beeb-
sten firren was confiscated duving rhe ce-
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nazifizacan af corporate Germiany at the
pod of the war, Toe family eventually sold
aut coamaetely, wun Bechstein™s decline
zouli nothe halec andadeczde agowhad
I Lo resenied froan barkruptey by fue aily
af garlin, Daly in the past en years has
Bochstein Jegun to cegdin soroe ol ws early
suetgth last year 3000 new Bechsteins
wiete buile compared with just sgmigs L
hdeamw i, Steimvaay theived i Ames-
iea, establishing a near-monopely in can
cert grands. Mast atiribute Steimeays sar-
cuss b clewer matkeling 25 well as o the
quanityofies piarsos. -akas aboutayvezrto
bl & Stemnaw sy CIOT 12,000 COrmanee s
and vighd defTerent kauls of wood iacud-
ing maple, biech, spruce and poplac. Each
year Steinway s facomies in Aytariy, New
Vorz, and Hambuarg, Geenany, prodece
aoeur 3,000 grand pianos—priced at uoto
S dnd Laooaprights, roughly the
seroe pritduction rate 5 3 cenldey ga.

Sreinway ic also skilful st marmying pia
nists to the brand, and there 11 an
official rostee of abowl - 300 “Steioway
arrisss”, from Alfred mendel to Billy Joe:.
Musicians musi own oa Seioway e
become & member ol the ¢lulb; in retarr.
the nearest local salazroom will provide a
piann wherever thiy are perfocming.

Fven so, Steinwiy's wp spot is body
contested, Asian pianos have alwsys been
cheapes; now thetr gualily is iaproving
fast. Ard <hen thete is Fazioli. 2 tiny piane
maker founded in1y78in the northern kal-
iarn hewn of Sacile. The Fawol facioey is
close o the cradle of the piano. In Fadua,
rot far awasy, an insteument builder called
Barfuloemuea Crestoton eevented the piano
soo years ago, Stevvway, Bhithner and
Barhstemn may oot agres, bt some artisis
believe that Fazioli oow makes the best
pianosinthe world, m






